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Town of Big Flats  
Regular Board Meeting 

December 10, 2024 

Call to Order: Chairman Reed called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  

Present: Chairman Reed, Supervisor Kipfer, Supervisor Clark, Clerk Horacek, Treasurer Reed 

The Pledge was recited. 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda by Supervisor Clark, 2nd by Supervisor 
Kipfer. With the date change for #17 to January 14, 2024.    Motion Carried 

Approval of Bills: Motion by Supervisor Kipfer, 2nd by Supervisor Clark to pay the bills.           
Motion Carried 

Approval of Previous Months Minutes: Motion by Supervisor Kipfer, 2nd by Supervisor Clark to 
approve the minutes from the previous month’s minutes. Motion Carried 

Treasure’s Report: Treasurer Reed read balances for all accounts. There were no questions. 
Chairman Reed asked for the reports to be filed for audit.  

Fire Department Report: Assistant Fire Chief Jarrod H read off the account balances. On 
November 16 they had the training burn on County Z in the Town of Rome. Three of BFFD 
completed officer class and the EMR class. The department donated $750 to Rome’s Holiday 
Baskets. Jarrad has been a part of the Big Flats Fire Department for 5 years. He will be moving 
out of the area. He asked the town’s people to please get involved with the fire department. 
They meet on the 2nd Monday of the month. There was a house fire on Browndeer Ave. it was 
paged out as a garage fire. This information is important, if they had known it was a house fire, 
they would have called out additional departments. The department did go back the next day 
to check on it. For November the department had 9 medical assist, 2 mutual aid, 2 vehicle 
fires, and 1 carbon monoxide.  

Friends of the Fire House:   The Friends group donated at the Dec meeting: 

        New AED w/7 yr battery 
        Refurbished AED w/4 yr warranty 
        5 sets of Adult AED pads  
        2 sets of Pediatric AED pads 
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        4 AED/CPR safety kits 
        2 Gas Leak Sensors 
 
Also donated this year: 
        $750 to purchase Adams Co. needy family holiday food baskets (organized by 
Rome FD) 
        2 Large Fire-Tent shelters 
        4 HD safety straps 
        $500 worth of snacks/beverages for during/after fire calls 
 
Funds were raised through group member efforts with various brat fry's and bake sales, 
community support at these sales, tax-deductible donations from community 
members, community member annuity disbursements and seed money grants from 
Thrivent. Along with the rummage sale.  

The Friends group sincerely thanks the community for their continued support, because 
together, we make a difference in our community. 
 

Nuisance Committee: Committee chair Justin Browning’s report stated that he had mailed out 
a few letters to landowners that need to clear up their property.  

Zoning: Rich Westover did 3 site inspections and 3 approvals. 1314 Buttercup Ave. has 
excessive campers. Legal action has been taken. 1172 Browndeer Ave. with the illegal building, 
looking into legal action. 1006 State Hwy 13 will possibly require abatement. Rich responded to 
21 phone inquiries and 17 emails.  

Richard Smith. 1311 Bighorn Ave.: Mr. Smith stated that in 2009 he purchased this property. 
At that time there was no town zoning. He feels that he should be grandfathered in and keep 
all three campers. Chairmans Reed stated that campers are not grandfathered. Mr. Smith told 
the board he will be talking with his attorney. 
 
Hire of new town treasurer & adding to the bank accounts: A motion was made by Supervisor 
Clark to hire Tonya R. Nigh as the town treasurer and add her to all accounts to make online 
transfers. 2nd by Supervisor Kipfer.  Motion Carried 
 
Plow Truck Driver: There have been no applications turned in. So, this has been tabled.  
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Chairman to issue a snow emergency: Supervisor Kipfer made a motion to allow the town 
chairman to issue a snow emergency for non-CDL drivers when needed. 2nd By Supervisor 
Clark.  Motion Carried 
 
Ordinance on parcel number 004-00695-0000: Motion was made by Supervisor Clark to 
approve the ordinance. There was no 2nd.  
 
Supervisor Clark made a statement saying that he has defended the town board.  He felt the 
special interest group got what they wanted and now all the accusation had stopped. He said 
that the special interest group did not vote for the board and it would be devastating to 
believe that members of this board would sell out the town who appoints a handful of people I 
was elected to serve the town the whole town which includes the silent majority and now that 
the special interest group got what they demanded where are the accusations of corruption, 
they mysteriously have stopped. You don't have to be Einstein's cousin to see something is 
wrong here. The irony is that the special interest group didn't vote for either of you.  They 
didn't elect you.  The silent majority elected you.  The majority trusted you to work for the 
whole town. The majority of people in this town overwhelmingly want the campground.  As a 
reminder the population does not begin West of Highway 13.  It's not always easy to do the 
right thing and sometimes it's easier to take a knee and down given that the demands of the 
loud few. They're going to every meeting and are right in your face and they’re angry.  This 
kind of manipulation seems it appears to have worked. I am the only board member who 
remembers who elected me and that I worked for the town. Am I the only one that 
remembers this?  I don't want the legacy of this board to be a dark one. I don't want someone 
years from now pointing a finger at me and saying oh you were on that board that installed 
the scrap metal yard. I don't want that. And I don't like bullies. I won't be compromised by a 
special interest group, that will never happen.  No one on this board should be influenced by 
the special interest group. That's something again that would expect from Chicago. I took an 
Oath of Office to do this right for the town.  just like both of you.  Twice now the plan 
commission has recommended to the board to allow rezoning of the Klein Property, and I 
respect their decision. Never before for in the history of the Town of Big Flats has a board 
ignored and disrespected the recommendations from the Planning Commission. Now here we 
are. I am challenging my fellow board members right here right now to shake off the blinders 
step up to the responsibilities and do the right thing for the town, the whole town. The town is 
watching this may be the one chance to prove that the silent majority that I’m not the only 
one working for the town. Pay attention to what happens next, this is when we find out that 
these special interest group has anyone in their hit pocket.   
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Chairman Reed replied to Supervisor Clark by saying, as Mike stated he was up here chastising 
each and every one of you for how we were being treated. That we're being caught in 
corruption and lies and duly noted. Because a lot of that did happen.  Some people didn't 
realize that Mike was doing a portion of the corruption. By trying to and conspiring to fix the 
vote from the last campground. When this happened there were 3 witnesses, and there will be 
paperwork coming down and he will be put on notice for this. Any corruption that has been or 
is still going on is sitting on that corner of the table.  There are three members that are willing 
to come forward to get this done. So, this will be moving forward.  
 
Chairman Reed stated that a motion has been made, there is no 2nd. This does not pass.  
 
Ordinance on parcel number 004-00692-0035 at 1329 County Rd C: Motion was made by 
Supervisor Clark to pass the ordinance. Ther were no 2nd. This does not pass.  
 
Ordinance of the comprehensive plan Map 7 and rezoning request of 2-arces for Substation 
on 7th and Bighorn Ave.:  Motion by Supervisor Kipfer, 2nd by Supervisor Clark.  Motion Carried 
 
It was asked what had just been passed. The agenda was taken down from the TVs. Chairman 
Reed made a stated about Supervisor Clark bulling because of what he had put up on the tv 
screens. Supervisor Clark said, “If you would have let me speak.”  Chairman Reed told him, “I 
did let you speak.” 
 
Set the 2025 Caucus Date:  Date was set for January 14, 2025, before regular meeting. 
 
 
Announcements:  

• Next Plan Commission meeting: December 17, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
• Next regular town meeting: January 14, 2025 following the 2025 Caucus at 

6:00 PM 
•  

Adjourn: Motion by Supervisor Kipfer, 2nd by Supervisor Clark to adjourn.  Motion Carried 
 

87 people sign in 

 

Terri L. Horacek, Town Clerk 

 


